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Metadata

• What is Metadata?

– The Portal Metadata Standard

• How is it created?

– ArcCatalog

• Why does it matter?

– Data Discovery

– Data Archiving



Demo

• Montana GIS Portal –

– http://gisportal.msl.mt.gov

http://gisportal.msl.mt.gov/


GIS Portal Issues

• Managing Data Collections

• Metadata for Web Map Services

• Handling Historical/Archival Data

• Participation
– Not just MSDI/Framework

– Anyone can publish data to the Portal

• Permanent URLs

• Download Button

• Software Issues/Stability

• Metadata Harvesting Tools



GIS Portal Collection Summary

Content Type Total NRIS FWP BMSC
Flathead 

County
NHP

Red 

Lodge
MDT

Wilderness 

Institute
DNRC DEQ

Downloadable Data 301 237 39 7 7 1 7 1 1 1

Offline Data 135 123 1 11

GIS Services 8 5 2 1

Applications 5 4 1

Total 449 369 40 9 7 2 11 7 2 1 1

Metadata Age Total NRIS FWP BMSC
Flathead 

County
NHP

Red 

Lodge
MDT

Wilderness 

Institute
DNRC DEQ

< 1 Year 173 127 26 3 7 2 4 2 1 1

1-5 Years 110 80 10 6 11 3

6-10 Years 165 161 4

Over 10 Years 1 1

Total 449 369 40 9 7 2 11 7 2 1 1

Data Age Total NRIS FWP BMSC
Flathead 

County
NHP

Red 

Lodge
MDT

Wilderness 

Institute
DNRC DEQ

< 1 Year 61 24 25 2 2 4 2 1 1

1-5 Years 95 60 7 7 7 11 3

6-10 Years 175 167 8

Over 10 Years 118 118

Total 449 369 40 9 7 2 11 7 2 1 1



GIS Portal Usage



Metadata Workgroup

• NRIS “Sponsored”

• Forum for handling Metadata issues

• Current topics

– Metadata for Web Map Services

– Metadata for Collections of Data

– Support for metadata writing



Spatial Data Archiving

• MSL participation in GeoMAPP

– GeoSpatial Multistate Archive and 

Preservation Partnership

– http://www.geomapp.net

– Best Practices Exchange

• FGDC Metadata as foundation

http://www.geomapp.net/

